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— Oh have talen 
Too little Care of this. Take Phyſick, Pomp, 
Expoſe thyſelf to feel what Wretches feel, 
That thou may'ſt ſhake the Superflux to them, 
And ſhew the Heavens more Juſt. 
SHAKESPEARE'S LEAR. 
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10 TE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


THOMAS CONOLLY. 


81 B, 


F I were to addreſs Yau in the 
ordinary Style of Dedications, 1 
am convinced I ſhould totally rt 
that Share, which I flatter myſelf 1 
ſſeſs at preſent, of Your Eſteem. 
t is as offenſive to an ingenuous 
Mind to receive, as to pay the Adu- 
lation too often laviſhed on ſuch Oc- 
caſions, beyond the Bounds of. Delica - 
ey, or even Decency: Encomiums too 
extravagant to gain the Confidence of 
the World; too indiſcriminate to reflect 
any Honour, even on a deſerving Ob- 
jet; and of Courſe, derogatory from 
the Integrity, if not the Genius, of 
their Author. For there is a Digaity 
in real Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
. A 2 which 


* 


DEDICATION. 


which diſdains the very Garb of a 
Paraſite» However highly I prize 
Your real Worth, frem a thorough 
Knowledge of it, I am fatisfied to 
leave Your general Character to be 
eſtimated by the particular Regard and 
Affection born to You by all Ranks 
of Men; and ſhall content myſelf 3% 
with giving the Reaſons which induced 
me to dedicate to You, this little Pro- 
duction of my leiſure Hours, F 


„ Tur Subject would naturally have 
turned the Attention of any Writer to 
| You, who diſtinguiſhed Yourſelf by fo 
| laudable a Solicitude, during the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament, to bring in 


Heads of a Bill, for the Relief of 
mie Poor: the Burthen of which, if 
it lay on landed P „ no Indivi- 
1 this d havre 
ſupported in a larger Proportion tan 
Vourſelf. But in Addition to this 
common Motive, I could not let T7 

| 0 


DEDICATION: 


ſo publick an Opportunity of expreſ- 
ſing my private Obligations to You, 
for Your Protection, as a Patron; and 
even beyond that, for the Confidence 
and Intimacy with which You have 
ſo long honoured me, as a Friend. 
It is owing ſolely to Your Recom- 
mendation, that I am placed in this 
Kingdom, and I am perſuaded that 
You will ever regard 1t as the beſt 
Return I can make to Yourſelf, to 
devote to the Benefit of Your poor 
Countrymen, the little Services in the 
Power of, 


Dear Sir, 
Your Moſt Obliged, 
And Faithful 


Humble Servant, 


RICHARD WOODWARD. 
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HE Object of this Pamphlet is 

to place in their true Light, the 
Wants and the Rights of the Poor in 
this Kingdom. For this Purpoſe, the 
Author hath confined himſelf to one 
Train of Reaſoning, which appears to 
him abſolutely concluſive: without 
deviating into Variety of Proof, which 
might diſtra& the Attention; or into 
any Kind of Ornament, which (by 
engaging the Imagination or Paſſions) 
might ſeduce, or be ſuſpected of ſedu- 
cing the Judgment. As it is his 
Ambition, for the Sake of thoſe whoſe 
Cauſe he is pleading, to draw the 
Attention of Perſons qualified by their 
Station and Talents to carry theſe 
Speculations into Execution, who 
ſeldom have Leiſure or Reliſh for 
minute 


Advertiſement to the Reader. 


minute and tedious Deductions; he 
hath limited himſelf to general Rea- 


ſonings, and to the utmoſt Brevity 
compatible with Clearneſs. From the 


Candour of ſuch Readers he flatters 
himſelf, that if any of his Opinions 
have the Air of Novelty, they will at 
leaſt weigh before they reject: if the 
Freedom of any of his Sentiments 
ſhould, alarm, as tending to excite the 


Murmurs of the P oor, that 8 they Will 


reflect whether he hath not at the 
ſame Time inculcated the Reaſonable- 
neſs of their Subordination in Society, 


and their Obligations to Obedience, 
and whether he was not obliged to be 
thus explicit in ſtating their Rights 


„ 
- = 


by the Conduct of the Rich: if any 


«. 


Expreſfion found harſh or invidious, 


that they will conſider, whether it 
could have been ſoftened without be- 


traying the Truth : if it appear aſſu- 


ming in a 4120 Man, to point out 
the Duties of the Legiſlature of a great 


ing- 


l 
- 
1 
_ 
4 
\ 
= 
f S 
—- 
4 
n ö 
= 
9 
4 # 
” 
* 
= N f 
- "i 
+ 4 
* A 
— OS 
»> 2 
* . 
{ 
% 
= 
2 
= 
= 
__ 
* E 
= 
v. 5 11 * 
4 ri 
* 
5 * 
14 * 
A 1 
4 
2 
4 Þ 
= 
= 
= 
1 
= 
4 
* 
1 4 W 
= 


A * 


Advertiſement to the Reader. 


Kingdom, that they will condeſcend 
to examine, (before they condemn him) 
whether the Duty be not proved as 
well as ſuggeſted, and whether it be 
not important enough to juſtify, and 
in ſome Sort to require, that Pre- 
ſumption. At all Events, whatever 
Judgment may be formed of the Exe- 
cution, the Deſign of this little Piece 
needs no Apology. No ſiniſter or 
intereſted View can be imputed to its 
Author. Little is to be gained by 
maintaining the Rights of the Poor, 
againſt the Prejudices and ſuppoſed 
Intereſt of the Rich, but the Conſci- 
ouſneſs of a benevolent Intention, and 
the heart-felt Satisfaction of endea- 


vouring to be a Friend to the Friend- 
leſs. | 
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ARGUMENT 


In Support of the Right of the * Poor in this 
Kingdom to a NATIONAL PROVISION. 


** - N * Ahh 2 _ 


_ — 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE want of a competent Proviſion 
for our Poor muſt have been ever 
regretted by the Conſiderate, from Motives 
of Policy as well as Compaſſion. But ſuch 
is the Deference paid even to Error long 
eſtabliſhed, that w of thoſe who diſcern 
this Imperfection in our Police, would dare 
to hazard a Sentiment ſo new and alarming; 
regarded by aimoſt-all as a dangerous Para- 
dox, or at beſt a viſionary and impractica- 
ble Truth. So general a Diſcouragement 


* To prevent Miſtake, it is premiſed, that through- 
out this Argument by the Term Poor, are meant not 
thoſe idle Vagrants who.are a Peſt to Society, but thoſe 
only, who though willing to work, cannot ſubſiſt by La- 
bour ; and in the Term Rich, are comprehended all 
who have more than enough to ſupply them with the 
mere neceſſaries of Life. See the Appendix. | 


B 2 makes 


( 12 ] 
makes moſt of them give up the Cauſe 
as deſperate. It requires perhaps a more 
uncommon Fortitude' of Mind to contend 
with Civil than with Military Difficulties, to 
oppoſe the Prejudices, than to face the Ene- 
mies of one's Country : And yet in both 
Caſes it is equally the Duty of a good Citi- 


zen, to ſtem the Torrent with Reſolution, 


and even in Circumſtances the moſt diſcou- 
raging, non deſperare de Republics. Indeed 
— both Duty and Expediency can be 
plainly peed in ſuch; a Caſe to deſpair of 
the Wiſdom and Virtue of the Publick, is 
certainly in ſome degree to derogate from 
our -own.. For we ſhould. reflect, that the 
Ready light of Truth will (by ſure, howe- 
ver ſlow, degrees) break through the Miſt 
of Ignorance and Prejudice ; and that what- 
ſoever is conſonant to the Maxims of Rea- 
ſon, as well as the Feelings of Humanity, 
(being Proof againſt Cavil, and ſuperior to 
Ridicule) can never be hopeleſs; eſpecially 
in a free and enlightened Country. Of this, 
the courſe of the laſt Parliament Winter 


gave abundant Proof, when the Sketch of + 


a Plan for a National Proviſion for the Poor 


_ + Drawn up haſtily by the Author, and ſubmitted to 

a' Committee of the Society, who were pleaſed to ap- 

prove and adopt it; and for which he had the Honour, 

1 the Merit of the Performance, of à Gold 
„ 


(an 


(wh 
an Idea heretofore ſo generally exploded) 
was honoured with the Approbation of the 


DuBLIN SoCIETY, and a laudable Begin- 
ning of a publick Eſtabliſhment for the Sick 
was made by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature. 
At the ſame Time, the Zeal of many Gen- 
tlemen of diſtinguiſhed Rank and Character 
to extend the National Bounty to the aged 
and infant Poor, though prevented from 
taking effect by the: cloſe of the Seſſion, 
gave a further Preſage of the PraQticableneſs 
of any Scheme recommended by its Proprie- 
ty and Benevolence to the Parliament - of 
Ireland. From theſe favourable Appearances, 
the Author is encouraged to lay before the 
Publick his Thoughts on the Expediency of 
ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, which he is convin- 
ced (after much Conſideration) is as nearly 
capable of Demonſtration, as any moral or 
political Queſtion whatever. How far he 
may do Juſtice to ſo __ a Cauſe, he ſub. 
mits with becoming Deference to the pub- 
lick Judgment ; and, in order to give the 
Merits of the Queſtion a fair Trial, will 
confine himſelf to a Method ſtrictly argu- 
mentative, reſting his Plea in favour of the 
Poor on the Proof of theſe Three Poſitions : 


THAT the Poor are ſo inadequately pro- 
vided for by Voluntary Contributions in this 
| Kingdom, 


Ll 3s | 


Kingdom, as to ſtand in need of ſome Legal 
Title to a Maintenance, . | 


Tur it is the ndijpenſable os a the 
Rich to grant them a competent Proviſion ; 
And 


Tu ar it is eminently for the Intereſt of 
the Commonwealth that this Duty be diſcharg- 
ed in an ample and eftectual — | 


Ir theſe Three Points admit of a clear 
Proof, and there remain no Doubt of the 
Neceſſity, the moral Obligation, or the po- 

litical Expediency of providing a ublic 
Support for the Poor; there is a reaſonable 
ground of Hope, that ſuch narrow and ſor- 
did Prejudices as will not yield to the Voice 
of Reaſon, or the united Aﬀections of Com- 
paſſion and publick Love, may be controlled 
by the Wiſdom and Authority of Law. 
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That the Poor are ſo inadequately provided for by 
Voluntary Contributions in this Kingdom, 
as to ſtand in need of ſome Legal Title to 
a Maintenance. | 8 


. 
1 PF WW . * 


"TT HAT the lower Claſs of our Peo- 
ple are very ill accommodated with 
Lodging, Rayment, and even Food, 1s but 
too manifeſt to all who are acquainted with 
their manner of Living. That their Pover- 
ty is likely to continue, with but little Miti- 

tion, will be as evident to any intelligent 

an, who reflects on the following, amongſt 
other, Cauſes of it: The exorbitant Rent 
extorted from the poorer Tenants, ever 
loth and afraid to quit their antient Habita- 
tions, by the general Method of ſetting 
Farms to the higheſt Bidder without any Al- 
lowance for a Tenant-Right ; the Syſtem, 
as prejudicial to the Landlord as . to the 
Under-tenant, of letting large Tracts of 
Land to Undertakers inured to Tyranny and 
Extortion ; the Oppreſſion of Duty-Work, 
which calls the Cottager arbitrarily from the 
Tillage of the little Spot which he holds at 
ſo 
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ſo dear a Rent; and the low Rate of Wages 
for Labour. Theſe Circumſtances, combined 
with ſome others, reduce the Fiſb Cottager 
below the Peaſant of almoſt every Countr 

in Europe. Such is his hard Condition in 
the moſt plentiful Seaſon, and in the prime 
of his Health and Strength: What. then 
muſt be his State in time of Dearth, under 
the Preſſure of Years, Infirmities, or even a 
very numerous young Family ? His Expen- 
ces admit of no Retrenchment. He is a 
Stranger to Luxury, or even to decent Ac- 
commodation, and yet his Wages feldom af- 
ford any Reſerve. On the Death of ſuch a 
Father of a Family, dependent on his La- 
bour for their main, or perhaps entire Sup- 
port, how forlorn muſt be the Situation of 
his Widow and Orphan Children! It would 
ſhock a tender Mind to imagine (if Imagina- 
tion could paint) the Miſeries, to which 
the Bulk of the Inhabitants of this King- 


dom are conſtantly expoſed by the ſlighteſt 


Reverſe of Fortune : By a fingle bad Sea- 
fon, by an accidental Loſs, by an occaſional 
Diſeaſe, and even by the gradual Decay of 
Nature. Nor are theſe affecting Scenes 
confined to Seaſons of Scarcity ; they muſt 
always exiſt in a great, though not equal, 
Namber. They preſent themſelves but too 
often to every country Gentleman, (and 
ſtill more to the Clergy, in the Exerciſe of 
their 


(m1 
their parochial Duties, to whoſe Experience 
we appeal) to need a Proof. * — 9 
not be doubted or denied by ax 


who {but their Byey of nd: . Hearts 
1 inn e 
2 80 numerous, o givent, and? "Y "well 


known are the Diſtreſſes of the Poor: Let 
us now fairly eſtimate the Sufficieney of the 
Reſources, \.at preſent fubſiſting 2 their 
Relief. Our Eyes will be naturally turned 
firſt-to the Landed Gentlemen, who derive 
their Wealth and Importance from the Le 
bour of theſe Men. Of theſe, many, per- 
baps a Majority, of the moſt Conſiderable, 
conſtantly reſide in another Kingdom; and 
though — of them may caſt back a Part 
of their Superfluity on thoſe to whoſe In- 
duſtry they owe their All, yet it is to be 
feared, that ſuch Inſtances are comparative - 
Pl very rare. On the contrary, it is too 
requently urged as a Recommendation of 
Iriſh Property, that it is not encumbered 
= with any Tax for the Maintenance of the | 
Poor. A ſingular inſtance this of the Inad- 
vertente (one would only hope of the Inad- 
vertence, leſt we ſhould be forced to impute 
it to the Depravity)' of Mankind, that ſuch 
a Phraſe could be rendered ſo familiar to 
the Bar of any wiſe and good Man, as to 
loſe its genuine Horror! If the Sentiment 
were developed, nay few would entertain, 

and 
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[ 18 ] 
and fill fewer avow it: And therefore, no 
ingenuous Reader will think it either invi- 
dious or unneceſſary in this intereſting Ar- 
gument to lay open its plain Import, which 
is this, An Eſtate in this Kingdom is re- 
« preſented to be peculiarly advantagious 
to the Landlord, becauſe, _ he may, 
* and generally does avail himſelf of the ut- 
© moſt Profit that can be drawn from the 
* Labour of his Tenant,” (leaving him in 
Truth too ſcanty a preſent Maintenance,) 
he is nevertheleſs at Liberty to abandon 
that Labourer to periſh, when he is una- 
e ble to work any longer.” Is this boaſted 
Privilege either Honourable or Deſirable? 
A wiſe Man would not glory in ſuch an 
Exemption, a Man would not claim it, 
and he who wiſhes to enjoy, doth not de- 
ſerve it. | | 


Bor it will be replied, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Abſence of many great Propri- 
etors of Land in Jrelang, there is yet a large 
Number of Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Proper- 
ty, and a ſtill greater of reſpeQable Gentry, 
who reſide on their Eſtates, (a part of the 
Year at leaſt) adminiſtring Employment to 
the Induſtrious, and Charity to the Diſtreſ- 
ſed. Granted ! There are many ſuch valu- 
able Characters amongſt us, who are an 
Ornament and Bleſſing to their Country. 
To ſuch, every Mark of publick Regard is 


due, 
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due. We pay Homage to their. Virtues 
with Alacrity, we perceive and unveil their 
Imperfections with Rear But it is the 
Duty of an Advocate for the Poor to aſk 
even them, whether their Bounty be not 
confined too much, if not entirely, to the 
Neighbourhood of their own Reſidence. 
Does their Liberality extend equally to their 
X diſtant Eſtates? How few can truly ſay, 
that they ever have it in their Contemplati- 

on, what may be the Condition of their 
lower Tenants on Lands remote from their 
=X own Manſions! Yet thoſe "Tenants are 
X unqueſtionably of equal Service to them 
and the Publick, equally entitled to their At- 
tention, and the more likely to ſtand in need 
of their Charity, becauſe from thoſe Eſtates 
they are Abſentees, almoſt as fatally as if 
they reſided in another Kingdom. On the 
whole it cannot be denied, that by far the 
reater Part of our Lands do not enjoy the 
Benefit of the Proprietor's Reſidence, and 
in general the Poor of thoſe Eſtates partake 
not of his Charity, Now. when. we have 
$ weighed, on one Side, the extraordina- 
= ry Indigence of the whole Peaſantry ; and 
allowed, on the other, for the Number of 
Abſentees from the Kingdom, the Remote- 
neſs of many Eſtates from the Manſions of 
the reſident Gentry, (which together render 
it no uncommon Caſe to find a Tra& of 
Country containing ſome Scores of ſquare 
n Miles 
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Mites without one Family of Note) it wilt 
be intuitively clear, that there can be no 
Balance, nor indeed any the leaſt Proporti- 
on, between the Neceſſities of the poor Te- 
nants, and the Alms of their Landlords. 


To compenſate for this Inequality, let 
no one lay the ſmalleſt Streſs on the Collec- 
tions in the Places of divine Worſhip. ' For 
however conſiderable they may be -1n ſome 
particular Churches fortunately circum- 
ftanced, the Average of them through the 
Kingdom is too trivial to. be worth menti- 
onjng. In a Word, however harſh. or un- 
palatable it may be, it is but too notorious 
a Truth,. that the Poor in the Country draw 
little of their Support from the Gentry; 
the vagrant Beggar excepted, who is gene- 
rally a Diſgrace to the Name, and an Inju- 
ry to the Cauſe of Charity. They depend 
principally un the neighbouring Farmer 
or. even Cottager, the Pooreſt of whom are 
humane enough to communicate with 
them, and thereby leſſen, their little Stock. 
Can there be a Spectacle more edifying, and 
at the ſame time more reproachful to an 


affluent Landlord, than to ſee (and it is 


his own Neglect if he does not fee or know 


it) one of his poor Tenants feeding another, 


with Bread taken as it were out of the 
Mouth of his own Children; whilſt he who 
is Feaſting on the Labour of both, attends 


to 
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to the Miſeries of neither: but throws the 
whole Burthen of relieving them on thoſe, 
whom no reaſonable By-ftander could 
think equal to bear the fmalleſt Part of it. 
But to return to the Argument, (if this Ob- 
ſervation be thought a Digreſſion) what 
can ſuch Wretches give? What can they 
who are themſelves ſo ill defended from 
Cold and Hunger, be ſuppoſed to ſpare to 
another for Food, much leſs for Cloathing ? 
As to Education for the Infant, or Medicine 
for the ſick Poor, ſuch Relief ſeemed to 
have been never thought of, till the latter 
were conſidered in a late Act for County 


& Infirmaries, which does Honour to the Le- 


giſlature. Yet honourable as this Beginning 
of Good is to our Governors, it can be re- 
garded only as a Sample of what they ap- 


. prove, a kind of Earneſt of Public Bene- 


volence. For it 1s clear at firſt Sight, that 
the Income of thoſe Infirmaries is in no De- 
gree adequate to the Number of ſick Poor 


in a whole County; the Orphan, the Aged, 


and a vaſt Majority of the Sick, (who from 


Diſtance of Situation, or the Extremity of 
their Caſes, cannot be removed, or from 


the Contagiouſneſs of their Diſtempers, or 


want of Room, cannot be admitted to the 


: County Hoſpital) are ſtill without Relief; 


and therefore no more is neceſſary to place 
out of the Reach of Cavil the firſt Poſition: 


« That 
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IT Thar it is the indiſpenſable Duty of the Rich 
to provide a competent Maintenance for 
the Poor. 


* 
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T hath been ſo uſual for the Advocates 
. for the Poor, to content themſelves 
with exciting the Compaſſion of the Rich, 
that it will probably appear to many a Pa- 
radox to aſſert, that they have a clear Title 
to a Subſiſtence from them on the Footi 
of fri# Fuſtice. Vet the — 
of this Claim may be made ſo plain to any 
Lan accyſtomed to conſider the Origin of 
Society, and the Foundation of Property, 
(and for ſuch Readers this Argument is 
= principally intended) as to ſuperſede the 
Neceſſity of any other Plea for a publick Pro- 
viſion for them. Nor would we ſo far wrong 
their juſt Pretenſions, as to repreſent that 
Aid, which is really a Debt, as an Act of 
Bounty to be granted or with-held at Plea- 
X ſure ; or even * the Language of ſome 
Writers on the Law of Nature) as a Duty 
of imperfect Obligation. We make our 
Demand abſolutely, and ſupport it on the 
following Principles. 


EvzxY 
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_ Every Friend to the common Rights f 
Mankind will readily admit, that no politi- 
cal Syſtem can be wiſely and equitably con-„ 
ſtructed. without giving ſuch Attention to 
the Welfare of every Claſs of its Members, 
as will render their Situation in that Socie- 
ty preferable to what is called (in popular, 
though ſome what unphiloſophical, Language) 
a State of Nature. Now as every Citizen 
(who hath not forfeited his Right by civil 
Guilt) hath this Claim on the Community 
to which he belongs, ſome Writers on Natu- 7 
ral Law have had Recourſe to the Idea of a 
certain Compact, as the Origin of Govern- 
ment; which, though it never fully took 
Place, ſerveth well to illuſtrate the Right 
inherent in every Man to Subſiſtence and 
Protection, in Return for his Services to the 
Publick, and Submiſſion to its Laws. The 
Idea is founded in Equity: For every 
Civil Conſtitution ſhould be ſo framed, 
that each Member of it could have been 
ſuppoſed to have acceded to it voluntarily, 
with a rational Attention to his own Happi- 
neſs. On this Suppoſition, as on a Con- 
tract implied, is built the reciprocal Obliga- 
gation to protect and obey, and on the Ne- : 5 
glect of his relative Duty by either Party, 
4 built 


{ 5 1 

— the Right of the * Sovereign to take 
away the Property. or Life, of the Subject, 
and the Right of the Subject to reſiſt; and 
annul the eds the Sovereign. But that 
this Compact is to be regarded only as a kind 
of Fiction, taken up to N an Idea of 
n 


Rights, is evident — this known Fact 
chat every Man finds himſelf a Subject of 
E ſome State, without a Power of emancipating 
himſelf from its Juriſdiction, though he hath 
not at any Time aſſented thereto, or agreed 
to exchange the Liberties of a State of Na- 
ture for the Privileges of a Member of that 
Community. And this Arrangement of Pro- 
vidence conduceth to the Happineſs, of Man, 
XX though it ſeemeth an Infraction of his Liber- 
ty; tor otherwiſe every Infant muſt be un- 
7 Fer and every Man remain an Out- 
law, 'till he had made an Option of his 
| Country, and taken out his Charter as a 
Citizen. | 


Tus, however flattering to. the Love of 
Liberty the Idea of an original Com pact may 
be, and however uſeful to _ the 
BY ghts and Duties of Magiſtrate and Sub- 

42 ie, yet in Reality every Man is adopted by 
f ö Compulſion into the Society of which his 
Parents were Citizens, entitled only to that 


* The Term Sovereign is here to be taken in its ut- 
moſt Latitude, as ſignifying the Ruling Power in every 
State, whether lodged in the Hands of one, few; or many. 
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Portion of the publick Wealth which accrues Wl 
to him by Inheritance, and precluded from 


all Right of Occupancy over any other. If 
then his Parents were ſo poor, as to tranſmit 
no Patrimony to him, he is born the Inha- 
bitant of a Land, every Spot of which 1s ap- 


propriated to ſome other Perſon; he cannot 


ſeize any Animal or Vegetable for his Food, 
without invading Property, and incurring the 
Penalty of Law. The ſame Law too forbids 
him to become an effective Member of any 
other Society. He cannot emigrate without 
the Permiſſion of the Government, ſo as to * 
expatriate himſelf, or ſerve in Arms for his 
adopted againſt his native Country, without 
forfeiting his Life, as a Rebel. Nor is all 
this any Impeachment of the Equity of the 
State, for without it the Purpoſes of Society 


could not be anſwered. Without excluſive 1 | 
Property, there could be no regular Induſtry; 


without Subordination there couid be no Go- 


commanding the Perſons and Services of its 
Subjects, the State might nouriſh Drones or 
Vipers in its Boſom. Beſides, the meaneſt 


* Tho? there ſhould be found any Inſtance of a State 
ſo particularly conſtrufted, as to permit its Subjects to re- 


nounce their Allegiance at Pleaſure, which yet the Au- 


thor from the whole of his Enquiries believes not to be the 


Caſe in Europe at leaſt, it is till perfeQly ſufficient for Þ 
the Purpoſe of this Argument, that the Conſtitution of 
theſe Kingdoms allgws no ſuch Liberty, 3 


Subject 


vernment or Order; and without a Power of 


1 E 
I Subject hath hitherto no Grievance, for he is 


"BY 


Win a State as good as the Nature of Society 
will admit, and far preferable to that of any 
1 Nonely Savage. His Perſon is protected from 
1 Violence, and though he hath no ſtable Poſ- 
ſeſſion, his Induſtry is free. His Labour will 
be uſeful to ſome rich Neighbour, and pro- 
duce to him in Return, a more comfortable 
4 Subſiſtence, than falls to the Share of the 
; 
1 


; þ ſolitary Lord over a Deſert. So far he is more 
afe and happy, than he could have been out 
of Society. | 


Bor one of theſe inferior Citizens, ex- 
cluded from any Source of Support but La- 
bour, becomes by Sickneſs, or otherwiſe 
incapable of earning a Subſiſtence. This is 
the Caſe in Queſtion (which is proved in 
the former Section to be but too common 
in this Kingdom) and the Enquiry is, whether 
his rich Neighbours are, or are not bound in 
iuſtice, to provide for him a competent 
Maintenance? If not, by what Right did 
they take upon them to enact certain Laws, 
for the Rich compoſe the Legiſlative Body 
in every civilized Country) which compelled 
that Man to become a Member of their 
Society; which precluded him from any 
hare in the Land where he was born, any 
ce of its ſpontaneous Fruits, or any Domi- 
nion over the Beaſts of the Field, on Pain of 
YM Stripes, Impriſonment, or Death ? How can 
vw D 2 they 
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they juſtify their excluſive Property, in the 

common Heritage of Mankind, unleſs they 
conſent in return to provide for the Subfift 

ence of the Poor, who were excluded from 
hoſe common Rights by the Laws, of the 
Rich, to which they were never Parties? 
For the * Chimera be virtual Repreſenta- 
tion in the Legiſlative Body hath no Place 
here, nor can the Civilian find here any Tra- 
ces of an original Compact entered 5% by 
the lower Claſs of People, where the World 
is evidently not their Friend nor the World's 
Law. It would be a Waſte of Words, and 
a Diſgrace to Reaſoning, to labour to prove a 
Point ſo clear as this: That the richer Mem- 
bers of Society, who, are a Minority, have 
no Right to cxthads the lower Claſs, who are 
a Majority, from any Portion, in the publick 
Patrimony ; without ſecuring to Ui the 
Reſource of a Subſiſtence, when they muſt 
otherwiſe be reduced to the dreadful Alterna- 
6" 40g tive 


That the Notion. of virtual Repreſentation is in Part 
Chimerical, will be evident to any Man, who conſiders 
the frequent Oppoſi tion of the Local Intereſts. of Boroughs, 
c. (which generally influence the Repreſentative) to the 
Publick Good; and the Caſe of the Poor is perhaps the 
ſtrongeſt Inſtance, that the whole Body of the People are 
not virtually repreſented, becauſe the fatereſ of the Poor 
calls for a Tax on the Rich, and therefore is in direct Op- 
poſition to the ſuppoſed, Intereſt, of all the Repreſen- 
Fans and almoſt all who are concerned in eleCting 
them. 
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tive of breaking through thoſe Regulations, 
or periſhing by a dutiful Obſervance of them. 
And conſequently, as the Welfare of the 
Commonwealth requireth Subordination and 
excluſive Property, that it becometh the 
indiſpenſable Duty of the Rich, in whoſe, Fa- 
vour principally that Arrangement is made, 
to provide a competent Maintenance for the 


Poor who are exeluded by it. 


Tur Argument might be eloſed here, 
were the Object of i merely to eſtabliſh 
a ſpeculative Conviction, that the Poor are 
entitled to a Support from the Rich, by the 
fundamental Principles of Equity; but as 
Speculation when oppoſed by Intereſt, hath 
little Chance of being redueed to Practice, it 
will be expedient to proceed to the Proof of 
the third Poſition; and ſhew that in this, as 
in every other Inſtance, (whatever ſhallow 
Pretenders may conceive to the contra 
from their contracted Views of either) ſound 
Policy is inſeparably connected with Virtue 
and true Religion. 


_ POSE 
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_ That it is eminently for the Intereſt of the 
Commonwealth * this Duty be di iſcbarged 
in an ample and effectual Manner. 


— 


— * * 


+ S it ſeems the primary Axiom with all 
judicious Stateſmen, that publick Con- 
venience, Power, and Wealth, ariſe from the 
Multitude of People uſefully employed ; if 
it can be evinced, that a diſcreet Management 
and Maintenance of the Poor will increaſe 
the Number and Induſtry of the People, 
this Proportion will be demonſtrated : and 
there will be no Neceſſity of engaging in the 
various other Proofs of which it is capable. 


Lr us conſider firſt, as it is firſt in its 
litical Importance, the Caſe of the Infant 
oor. It cannot long remain a Doubt with 
any Man of ordinary Diſcernment, whether 
an eſtabliſhed Fund in every Pariſh, County, 
or other more commodious Diſtrict, for the 
Support and Education of deſtitute Children, 
would not preſerve the Lives of many; and 
form them all to be more uſeful Members of 
_— than they could be if ahandoned to 
ACCi- 
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1 31 ] 
accidental Alms, or trained to earn a precati- 
ous Subſiſtence by Begging. For the Children 
in Oneſtion muſt, in general, either remain 
in the Cabin of ſome compaſſionate poor 
Neighbour, (as hath been ſhewn in the firſt 
Section) who at moſt can only ſpare to them 
what is barely neceſſary to ſupport Life, 
without a Thought of any regular Inſtruc- 
tion; or elſe they muſt be led about the 
Country by ſome ſtrolling Beggar, in Order 
to extort Alms by their infant Cries; in 
2X which Caſe Ignorance and Idleneſs would be 
the ſmalleſt Evils in their Education. Now 
on either Suppoſition, can there be the ſame 
Probability of their being reared, without 
any regular Supply of wholeſome and nou- 
fiſhing Food, and without a Poſſibility of 
medical Aſſiſtance in Sickneſs ? Or can they be 
as well fitted for the Services of Society, 
without any, or with a vicious Education, 
as if they were, by the Aid of ſome well 
conducted Charity, principled in Virtue, 
2X diſciplined and inured to Induſtry? We might 
appeal to the Publick Opinion, fully expreſ- 
{ed on this Queſtion, in the popular Contri- 
butions to Charity Schools in the Capital : 
We might-appeal to the Apprehenſions of 
the Legiſlature of the bad Conſequences 
likely to _ from. breeding up Children in 
the Trade of Begging, which induced them 
to grant a Power to certain Magiſtrates to 


take away Children from any ftrolling Beggar, 
| and 


8 
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and fend them to the next Charter School: 
But that it would be an Aﬀront to the com- 
mon Senſe of any Reader, to multiply Argu- 
ments or Atthoritic to prove, that a 55 
Maintenance and Education of deſtitute 


vice to the State, than a total Neglect of them. 
But one Circumſtance more is worth Notice, 
though a little beſide the preſent Argument, 


the Poor, a vaſt Majority of whom are Papifts, 


TED CHARTER SCHOOL SOCIETY, (Which is very 
juſtly the favourite Object of Government) 


throughout the Kingdom. 


Nux to the Infant, the Sick Poor claim 
our Conſideration, on the Principles of poli- 
tical Arithmetick, becauſe the Publick is 
deeply intereſted in their ſpeetly Reſtoration 
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Children would ſecure more Lives and Ser- 


by diſtributing Proteſtant mn Schools | 


yet not foreign to the general Scope of it; v 
that a proper Eſtabliſhment for the Children of | 


would perfect the Scheme of the IncoxPorA- © 


to Health and Strength. And here it would 
be difficult to find a Medium of Proof clearer 
than the very Point in Queſtion ; That a 
ready Care and Cure of the Diſeaſes of the 
tte Claſs of Mankind, will fave Lives, 
ſhorten the Intermiſſions of Labour by Sick- 
neſs, and of Courſe incteaſe conſiderably the 
Aggregate of their Induſtry. Not to mention 
the Preſervation of Health and Lives in 
general, by the Improvement of the * of 

e- 


(+488 11 

Medicine, from Publick Hoſpitals. But as 
an Eftabliſhment for the Sick hath received, 
though not an adequate Support, yet a 
2X Sanction from the Legiſlature ; we will paſs 
on to the 


1 Trird Claſs of the Poor, and examine 
how far the ſame publick Expediency may 
take Place, in Favour of the Aged. Now 

even though we ſhould be ſo ungrateful as to 
forget the Merit of theſe worn out Servants 
of the Publick, the Expence of relieving 
them will be in a great Degree, if not fully 
repaid, by lengthening their Lives, of Courſe 
protracting the Period of their Service, and 
E preſerving entire the little Induſtry of which 
they are ſtill capable. For ſuppoſe that the 
aged Labourer be able to earn one Half of 
his Maintenance, if a charitable Fund be at 
Hand to ſupply the other Moiety, he will 
ſtay in his Cottage, and employ his remain- 
ing Strength in Induſtry, inſtead of devoting 

his whole Time, as he muſt at preſent, to the 
Eprecarious and pernicious Employment of 
Begging. Two ſuch Paupers would be the 
Addition of one effective Man to publick 
TE nduſtry. If at the Cloſe of Life they be- 
come an abſolute Burthen, in that Hort 
Interval indeed we have only to plead 
heir former Services, with this ſhort Re- 
mark ; that if the Intereſt of the Publick 
goes not admit of relieving their Wants, it 
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| CONCLUSION. 


F theſe three Propoſitions be clearly eſta- 
bliſhed, and there remain no Doubt but 


that the Poor of this Kingdom ſtand in need of 

a 2 Proviſion; that the Rich are bound 
in Fuftice (though they neglect) to give it; 
4 — that the 22 Intereſt requires, that it 
ſhould be given amply and effectually: From 
theſe Premiſes neceſſarily flow the 2 - 
£ Concl uſions. 


= Firsr, that the Intereſt of the State 3. 
X mands ſome compulſory Law, that the Rich 
may provide a competent nene for no 
= Poor. 
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SECONDLY, that it is the Duty of be Legi. 
lature, (for Legiflatures have their moral 
Characters and Duties as well as private Men) 
to make ſuch an Arrangement, as will ſecure 
the juſt Rights of the lower, who are not the 
VE leaſt uſeful, Claſs of their Subjects; and at the 
ame Time promote the general Weal, by 
increaling the Number and N of the 
People. 


E 2 Some 


"8 8 
Some OBJECTIONS cenſidered. 


s the Rights of the Poor, and the con- 
ſequent Duty of the Legiſlature, are 
thus firmly fixed on the Baſis of Policy as 
well as Equity; it would be ſuperfluous to add 
more, but that in a Caſe where Cuſtom and 
private: Intereſt concur in raiſing Prejudices, 
every opening to Cavil ſhould. be. guarded: 
and therefore the Author thinks it adviſable to 
obviate thoſe Object ions which have come to 
his Knowledge, when a Plan of this Kind 
engaged the Converſation of the Publick during 
the Courſe of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. 
On that Occaſion he had the Satisfaction of 
obſerving, that the Diſtreſſes of the Poor were 
univerſally confeſſed and regretted, and did 
not nieet with any Speculator in Morality who 
would not, on Reflection, admit the indiſpen- 
ſable Duty of the Rich to relieve them. 80 
that his two firſt Poſitions ſeemed to ſtand un- 
impeached, and the whole Weight of Oppo- 
ſition to be levelled at the political Expediency 
of a compulſory Law, to conſtrain the Rich to 
diſcharge that Duty. And this was branched 
out into two different Objections: Firſt, that 
a Legal Eſtabliſhment for the Poor is a Temp- 
tation to Idleneſs and Expence amongſt the 
labouring Claſs of Mankind, and therefore 
inex- % 


(81 
inexpedient : Secondly, that though in ſome 
Reſpects expedient, it would be attended with 
an Expence more than equivalent to that Expe- 
diency. Theſe two Objections ſhall be conſi- 
dered ſeparately; which yet the candid Reader 
will allow to be a further Indulgence to Preju- 
dice, becauſe a Demonſtration of the Wants 
of the Poor, and the abſolute Duty of the 
Rich to relieve them, in Reaſon precludeth 
both Individuals, and the Legiſlature from 
pleading Political Expediency. For what is 
that Plea but a formal Attempt to prove, that 
it is expedient for Government to acquieſce in 
the Oppreſſion of one Diviſion of its Subjects, 
in Order to ſecure to another an Exemption to 
which it hath no Right? An Abſurdity in 
Politicks, as well as Morals, that neither needs, 
nor deſerves Confutation ! However, as we 
fear not to join Iflue on the footing of gene- 
ral Utility, we will proceed to examine theſe 
Objections. * | 
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OBIECTION I. 


That a legal Eftabliſhment for the Poor is a 
Temptation to Idleneſs and Expence amongit 


— — 


the labouring Claſs of Men, and therefore 


HIS Objection is grounded on a Suppoſi- 
1 tion, that a Labourer will be leſs induſ- 
trious and faving, if he be ſecure of a Supply 
in Time of Need: and thence is inferred the 3 3 
Inexpediency of eſtabliſhing a Fund for the 2 - 
Maintenance of any Poor. Now though we 
thonld admit the Suppofition, which we ſhall 
hereafter prove to be at beft very doubtful, the 
Inference will by no Means follow. For in 
the firſt Section it was ſhewn, that the Income 
of the lower Rank of People is ſo ſcanty, that 
they ſeldom have it in their Power to lay up a 
Reſerve ſufficient for their own Sickneſs, or 
old Age; much leſs for their Orphan Children. I 
Although therefore it be admitted, that ſomePau- 
pers may owe their Diſtreſs to their own or their 
Parents Improvidence ; yet there muſt be many a 
more, amongſt a Peaſantry ſo ill appointed, ⁵ 
who are Objects of Charity, in ſpite of the 
moſt ſlaviſh Toil and the moſt rigorous Par- 
ſimony. K 
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Bur to take this Argument in its ſtrongeſt 
Bearing, and confine ourſelves to the Caſe of 
an idle prodigal Man, who in the extremity 
of Age or Sickneſs cries out for Food or Me- 
dicine ; can any one avow, that we ſhould 
ſuppreſs every tender Feeling, ſtop our Hand 
when by the Inſftint of Compaſſion it is 
ſtretching forth Relief to him, and with 
a ſtoical Indifference ſuffer him to periſh ; 
from a deep and doubtful Speculation whe- 
ther ſuch Relief may not encourage Idleneſs, 
and become, in the End, a political Evil? And 
if we may, without Injury to the State, (and 
muſt if we expect Mercy) relieve the Diftreds, 
though we blame the Cauſe ; wherein con- 
ſiſts the Inexpediency of obliging thoſe of 
the Rich, who are too diſtant or diſſipated 
to know, or too callous to regard the Mi- 
ſery of the Poor, to contribute to its Re- 
lief, and not throw the whole Burthen (as 
at preſent) on the Reſident, the. Conſiderate, 
and the Benevolent? For a Legal Provifion 


WW hath this double Advantage above Volunta- 


ry Alms, that it is at once moſt equitable to 
thoſe who pay, and moſt equal and effeQual 


to thoſe who receive. 


IT becauſe he had not made a provident Uſe of 


Now if no Reaſoning can juſtify ſuch Ob- 
duracy, as would permit a Wretch to lan- 
guiſh without help in his Age, or Sickneſs, 
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his Health and Strength ; on what Principle, 


ſhall we conclude from the Imprudence of 


the Parent, againſt all Compaſſion to his Or- 
phan Children? On what Pretext, ſhall we 
exclude from the publick Care the Diſtreſſes 
of the Laborious and Frugal, which were 
owing neither to their own, nor their Parents 
political Sins ; but took their riſe from high 
Rents, and low Wages, from the _— of 
Bread, or the Check of a Manufacture, from 
the fudden Inereaſe of Family, or the Death 


of Cattle, from Diſeaſe unaſſiſted by Medi- 


cine, and in conſequence perhaps of the ſame 
want of Help, the untimely Loſs of an in- 
duſtrious Father? | 


Tuus it is clear, that the Inference · is by far 
too wide to reſt on the Premiſes; and that it 
would be neither juſt nor expedient to refuſe 
Relief to the unavoidable Diſtreſs of a great 
Number of innocent and meritorious Perſons; 
becauſe, by a certainty of Relief, a few others 
might be tempted to Lazineſs and Extrava- 
gance. But after all is this Apprehenſion it- 
ſelf well founded? The Objector muſt be 
little attentive to the ordinary Conduct of the 
lower Claſs of Mankind ; if he conceives that 
they are idle and profuſe on a regular Syſtem, 
and not rather from the want of any. He 
muſt be little acquainted with the State of 
Europe, or he would have obferved that the 
whole Current of Fact bears againſt his The- 


ory, 


Fg 


Y 


1 


[ al 
ory, and that in thoſe. Countries Where: the 
Poor ha ve the moſt ample and ſure Proviſion, 
(as in England, + Holland, and the Canton 
of Berne) where, if this Suppoſition Was well 
founded, there would be à general Idleneſs; 
there is, on the contrary, the moſt univerial 
Spirit of Induſtry. He is further required to 
prove, that this ſappoſed Diminution of In- 
duſtry from a Security of Relief, will over- 
balance the certain Deductions from Labour, 
proved above to ariſe from the ant of it; 
as loſs of Lives, of Time by Sickneſs, of 
Education for the Young, and of all Diſpoſiti- 
on and even Leiſure for Induſtry by the Trade 
of Begging, now the neceſſary Occupation of 
ſuch Numbers. He is called on firſt to inſti- 
tute this Balance, and demonſtrate that it 
muſt turn in favour of his Suppoſition; or he 
can with a very bad Grace advance a yague 
Surmiſe, founded on no Calculation, unſup- 
ported by Experience of human Nature, con- 
tradicted by the Practice of the molt COm- 
mercial Nations, repugnant-to the Inſtinct of 
Humanity, the Maxims of Juſtice, and eve- 
I In Holland, (according to the Informations which the 
Author received in that Country) when the Contributions 
in the Places of divine Worſhip, and the Collections made 
three or four Times in the Vear from Houſe to Houle, 
are inadequate to the Relief of the Poor; the Deacons, 
whoſe Province it is to diſtribute theſe Alms, muſt apply 
to the Magiſtrate, who is to take ſuch: Meaſures, as to him 
ſhall ſeem moſt expedient and effectual to ſupply the De- 


ficiency. In the Canton of Berne there is a parochial 
Proviſion for the Poor. =o | 


F : ry 
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ry reaſonable Preſumption of Political _ 
diency. Indeed a well conducted Proviſion 
for the Poor, is ſo far from being calculated to 
encourage Idleneſs, that it tends to detect, 
and may be employed to puniſh and ſuppreſs 
it. It will naturally deſtroy all Pretence for 
Begging, * a Nuiſance both troubleſome and 
rnicious; which however the ſevereſt Po- 
ice can never reſtrain, until ſome publick 
Inſtitution for genuine Diſtreſs ſhall have 
drawn a Line between Want and Impoſture. 
A Law prohibiting Perſons in Want to beg, 
is juſt as wiſe, humane and practicable, as 
a Law prohibiting Perſons in Pain to groan. 
To the real Object, it is at once tyrannical 
and ineffective, to the Impoſtor it is equally 
nugatory, or rather a poſitive Encouragement. 
For the former having a right to aſk Relief, 
(by a Law paramount to all others, that of 
Neceſſity) under that Right, which is before 
proved to be the Right of a great Number in this 
Kingdom, a far greater Number will ever ſe- 
curely ſcreen a vagrant and idle Diſpoſition. 


* It will here perhaps be aſked, are there no Beggars in 
thoſe Countries where there is a National Proviſion: for 
the Poor? Yes; and there always will be, ſo long as 
there are thoughtleſs rich People to encourage them. But 
a conſiderate Man will paſs them by, becauſe he knows, 
that if really Indigent, they are relieved, if Pretenders, they 
ſhould be puniſhed. In this Kingdom indeed, where the 
Poor have no National Proviſion, whoever reſolves not to 
give to a common Beggar, muſt abandon to Deſtruction a 
great Number of real Objects, who have no Reſource but 


Begging. * | 5 


Ta] 
OBJECTION 1. 


That though a legal Eftabliſhment for the Poor 
be expedient in ſome Reſpects, it would be at- 
tended with an Expence more than equivalent 

to its Expediency. | 


* 


7 


— 


O W this very Objection is no flight 
Preſumption, of the abſolute Neceſſity 
of a poor Tax. It muſt be grounded on a Sup- 

ſition, that the Poor ſtand in need of ſome 
further Relief, than what is at preſent afforded 
them. For, if voluntary Contributions are alrea- 
dy ſufficient, it vaniſhes of courſe; as no 
additional Burthen will be incurred, and the 
only Alteration will be in favour of the Be- 
nevolent, by a more equitable Partition of 
the preſent Expence. If more indeed be want- 
ed, it hath already been proved, that both Juſ- 
tice and the publick Welfare require that it 
ſhould be given, But whence is the Idea de- 
rived of ſo enormous an Expence ? It hath 
not yet been tried in this Kingdom, and it ſure- 
ly is worth an Experiment ; there being no Co- 
lour of Reaſon, that the Poor ſhould continue 
to languiſh under ſuch complicated Miſery, 
becauſe the Rich will not riſk an imaginary In- 
convenience. But theſe Apprehenſions are fa- 
F 2 voured 
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voured by the Complaints of the Engliſb Gen. 
try, on the Exorbitance of their poor | ng To 
this, there are many Anſwers. Firſt, it is well 
known that Complaints do not always imply a 
Grievance, eſpecially' where a Tax of any 
Kind is in Queſtion; and whatever may be the 
Murmurs of the thoughtleſs, or — 1 the 
moſt virtuous and judicious Part of the Engk/b 
Nation have ever conſidered the Poor Laws, 
as an Honour to the Wiſdem and 
of that trading Kingdom. They have indeed 
frequently meditared ſome Alterations in the 
Detail of thoſe Laws, but that very Attention 
proves their Senſe of the great Importance of 
their general Object: A Repeal of them hav- 
ing never been in Contemiplation of thoſe Per- 
ſonages, who have at different Times attempted: 
to new model che Management of the Poor. 
Secondly, if the Engliſb Landholder pay more 
than the Neceſſities of the Poor require, it is 
his own Fault; he is intruſted by the Legiſlature 
to grant and to expend it, — is inveſted with 
Powers ſufficient to prevent or puniſh [mpoſiti- 
on: If he he too indolent to avail himfelf of 
thoſe Powers, he may perhaps ſuffer, but he 
has no right to complain. T hirdly, if there 
be Imperfections and Abuſes in that Syſtem, 
(which on the whole is contrived with ſo much 
Wiſdom, that they who have conſidered it moſt 
maturely, are leaſt ſanguine in their ExpeCta- 
tions of improving it) we are not limited to 
copy the Errors of our Neighbours, but may 
profit 


Cas] 

profit by their Experience. ' Laſtly, the Ex- 
pence of maintaining the Poor in England, where 
the Labourer lives ſo much better, cannot 
with Reaſon be applied to any Calculations for 
this Kingdom; becauſe the utmoſt a Pauper 
can expect, is ſuch a kind of Maintenance, as 
may be earned by the meaneſt Labour. If, in 
oppoſition to this, it may be ſuggeſted, that the 
Xx Poor are more numerous here; that indeed 
may augment the Expence, but would be a 
ſtrange Plea againſt the Obligation or Propriety 
of relieving them. But admit a Poor-Tax to 
be a Grievance to the Rich, by retrenching 
= their Superfluity; and place it fairly, in the Ba- 
= lance with the Miſery of the Poor, who, for 
want of that Regulation, are robbed of the 
Neceſſaries of Life; and the Inconvenience of 
the former will be found lighter than Vanity 
:t/elf, from whence it ariſes. We are content 
to ground the whole Merits ef our Cauſe on 
this Competition, exempliſied in a Calculati- 
on not abſolutely arbitrary. Suppoſe, on one 
Hand, that the Maintenance of the Poor 
would conſume the twentieth Part of the 
Rents of the Rich; (which is by no means pro- 
bable ) and ſuppoſe, on the other, (what is 
much more likely) that every + twentieth Fa- 
mily will occaſionally need Aſſiſtance; is it not 


See the Appendix. 
+ This Proportion is founded on a careful Examination 

of a Pariſh containing upwards of 1600 Families. 
far 
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far more reaſonable, that every Man of Pro- 
perty ſhould be curtailed of the twentieth Part 
of his Income by Law, than that one Perſon in 
twenty ſhould be expoſed to periſh, becauſe his 
Landlord reſideth in England, or in ſome dif. 
tant County in this Kingdom, or, though at 
Hand, is ignorant or regardleſs of his Diſ- 
treſs. ; SOS TIE 


AND now I can only foreſee one other 
Species of Argument againſt the Utility of 
theſe Speculations, ariſing rather from the 


Obſtructions to their Execution, than Objecti- 


ons againſt their Truth or Importance. They 
are too Good to be put in Practice ! ſays the 
deſponding Man of Virtue. . are too Re- 
fined and Viſionary ! cry the frivolous and 
corrupt ; who, without Warmtli of Heart, or 


Power of Underſtanding, to conceive any 


thing for the Benefit of their Fellow Creatures, 
have the Preſumption to meaſure all Man- 
kind by their own imperfect Standard; con- 
demning as Utopian, every thing that is good; 
as wild, evety thing that is, or appears to 
them, new ; and as impracticable, every thing 
which they have not Abilities to carry into 
Execution. I ſhould not have mentioned the 
latter Claſs, but to repreſs their petulant Tri- 
umph at the Simplicity of a Projector; who, in 
Oppoſition to Cuſtom and Prejudice, is hardy 
enough to plead the Cauſe of Juſtice, even in 
fayour of the Rights of the Wretched: To 


let 
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jet them know, that I was aware of their Cen- 
ſure, and appeal from their ſummary and un- 


1 weighed Deciſion to the Tribunal of Common 


Senſe and Virtue. The former, who, from 
an Anxiety for what is good, are apt to tear for 
its Succeſs, muſt yet allow, that it is the Du- 
ty of a moral Writer, to delineate Virtue in her 
perfect Form; though {he ſhould appear of 
too exalted a Beauty to catch the Eye of the 
Vulgar, and of too exact a Purity to captivate 
the Affections of the Corrupt. But why ſhoald 
they ſo far wrong the Virtues of their Coun- 
try, as to allow any good Thing to be imprac- 
ticable. The Legiſlative Body, after their 
Bounty in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, de- 
ſerve a greater Confidence. Nor ſhould the 
Individuals of a Kingdom, amiably diſtinguiſh- 
ed for a liberal Hoſpitality to the Rich, be haſ- 
tily ſuſpected of invincible Parſimony and de- 
termined Injuſtice to the Poor. 


Tuus hath the Author compleated his Argu- 
ment in Favour of a Poor Law, grounded (un- 
leſs his Wiſh have in this Caſe laid an un- 
perceived Biaſs on his Judgment) on unqueſ- 
tionable Facts, and fair Reaſoning. In 
purſuing this delicate Subject, whilſt he was 
pleading the Cauſe of the Poor, he . wiſhed 
not to offend the Rich; whilſt he was 
aſſerting their Rights as Men, he hath en- 
deavoured to inculcate the Reaſonableneſs of 
their Subordination, and their Obligations to 
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Obedience, as Citizens; and whilſt he was 


exerting the Privilege of a free Country, to de- 


liver his Sentiments on the Duties of the Le- 
giſlature, he hath ſtudied to preſerve the Re- 
ſpect due to Government. He hath now diſ- 
charged what he thought his Duty, and re- 
commends the Cauſe he hath undertaken to 
the Mighty, to the only Effectual, Protection 
of that Being, in "whoſe Hand are the Hearts 
'of Men, ' who delivereth the Poor that crietb, 
he Fatherleſs, and bim who hath none to belp 

m. 
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APPENDIX. 


In which an Attempt is made, to eftabliſh 4 
| Meaſure 7 the Contribution due from each. 
Individual 7 the Poor, on the footing of 
_ Juſtice. * . 


1 2 * 2 : 
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[ THEN the above Argument was firiiſh- 

ed, which was intended to lay before 
the Publick, the Duty incumbent on the Le- 
giſlature to ſecure a Subſiſtence for the Indi- 
gent; it occurred to the Writer, that a Wiſh 
might ariſe in the Mind, of ſome Individuals; 
to whom his Plea in Favour of the Poor, on the 
footing of Juſtice, appeated concluſive, 'to ſee 
ſome Meaſure eſtabliſhed, by which each Man 
might calculate his Proportion of the com- 
mon Debt; and ſatisfy his own Conſcience 
by diſcharging it, until it ſnould be aſcertain- 
ed, and exacted by legal Authority. Indeed, 
ſuch a Standard is a Deſideratum in Ethicks, 
as it is neceſſary in Order to fix the Boundary 
between Juſtice and Charity in our Contributi- 
ons to the Poor. At preſent, every Contribution 
is called Alms, and conſidered as an Act of 
Bounty. But if the Poor have a Claim on 
every rich Man founded in Juſtice, that 
G Demand 


LU 80% 1 


Demand muſt be fully ſatisfied, before his 
Offerings can deſerve the Title of Mercy, or 
Liberality. So far, he is required not ſo pro- 


perly tö give, as to pay; and if he refuſe, 


is not only unkind, but unjuſt. As the in- 
telligent Reader muſt be ſenſible of the Diffi- 
culty, as well as Utility, of forming ſuch a 
common Meaſure, as will ſerve Caſes infi- 
nitely varied; he will regard the Attempt 
with an Eye of Indulgence, and candidly 
allow for Inaccuracy or Error. 


Ix then the Rich are bound in Fu/lice to 
ſupport the Poor, on Account of their ha- 


ving appropriated to their own Uſe the Whole 


of the publick Patrimony, and excluded the 
Poor from the Right of taking any Portion 
of it, even for the Support of Life; of Courſe, 


each Man is obliged to contribute to the Pay- 


ment of that common Debt, in Proportion 
to his Allotment of the publick Wäealth. 
But before we begin to tax any Income for 
the Poor, we muſt deduct from it as much as 
is requiſite to purchaſe for the Poſſeſſor and 
his Family, the abſolute Neceſſaries of Life. 
No Man can be bound to give to another, 
what is eſſential to his own Subſiſtence. To 
this every Man has that excluſive Right, on 
which the very Claim of the Poor is founded. 


But how hall we fix that Sum, which varies 


in every Cguntry and Seaſon ? By the loweſt 
Rate of W. 
PR be 


ages in each Country, which muſt 


'Y 
= 
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be ſuppoſed a Sum ſufficient to maintairtheLa- 
bourer and his Family; and in this Kingdom 
cannot juſtly be thought to exceed it. That be- 


ing deduced, the Remainder of every Man's 
Fortune muſt be accounted taxable to the Poor; 
as being a Superfluity above what is necefſary 
to the Support of a Human Creature. For 
though much, or all, of it, may be thought 
requiſite to ſuſtain the Rank of the Poſſeſſor; 
et no one Man can want Luxury and 
Splendor as abſolutely, as every other doth 
Rayment, Food, or Medicine: nor, conſider- 
ing the natural Equality of Human Crea- 
tures, can any Man have as perfect a Claim to 
Dignity and Affluence, as every other hath 
to a Subſiſtence. Every Man therefare: is 
bound in Jullice to contribute in ſuch à Pro- 
portion to his Superfluity, (that is, the Exceſs 
of his Income above the Maintenance of a 
Labourer) as, if univerſally followed, would 
leave no one unſupplied with the Neceſſaries 
of Life. Here then is the Meaſure of each 
Man's Debt to the Poor, clearly fixed in' the 
Abſtract. Whatever he gives beyond that 
Proportion, in Order to ſupply the Defect of 
that Juſtice in his Neighbour, that Sum, and 
that only, can'be called Charity. 


Bor how ſhall we apply this Abſtract 
Standard to each Man's Income? Here the 
Difficulty commences, and yet, even here, 
perhaps is not unſurmountable. The ſame 

G 2 Idea 
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Idea cloſely followed will ſuggeſt a Method 
of calculating this Contribution for landed 
Property, which conſtitutes by far the Bulk 
of the Wealth of this Kingdom, and would. 
be no unreaſonable Meaſure for perſonal For- 
tunes*. It is evident then, from the Princi- 
ples eſtabliſhed above, that the Proprietor 
and the richer Tenants of every Eſtate are 
obliged, in Juflice, to contribute to the 
Maintenance of the Poor on that Eftate, in 
Proportion to their Income from it beyond a 
mere Subſiſtence. For, from the Labour of 
thoſe Cottagers ariſeth the Improvement 
and Value of the Lands; and whence ſhould 
the Labourer draw his Support in Time of 
Age, or Sickneſs, but from thoſe, in whoſe 
Service he hath exhauſted his Health and 
Strength. 


Ir is obvious, that the amount of this 
Contribution cannot be fixed in any one Pro- 
portion, to the Rent-rolls of Eſtates diffe- 
rently circumſtanced ; but the Eſtimate may 


For a Merchant, Tradeſman, or Manuſacturer is as 
much bound, and for the ſame Reaſons, to ſupport. thoſe, 
whoſe Lahour he employs in his Buſineſs, as the Landlord 
to ſupport his poor Tenant. The Lender of Money on Mort- 
gage, or otherwiſe, who enjoys a Portion of the Revenues 
of the Land or Trade of the Borrower, is obliged, in Equity, 
to take on him the ſame Proportion of the Burthens attend- 


ing it. The ſame may be ſaid of the Proprietor of Stock in 


the Publick Funds, whoſe Intereſt is paid by a Tax from 
every Man's Fortune. | 
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be made by any. Gentleman or his Agent; 
with half the Trouble now employed in 
ſetting Land. However, in Order to illuſ- 
trate the Principles laid down, and exempli- 
fy them in one Inſtance, the Author hath 
adjuſted ſuch Proportions, as ſuit thoſe Lands 
he is beſt acquainted with; and about which 
he hath made as accurate Enquiries as poſſi- 
ble, in order to lay a Plan for the better Re- 
lief of thoſe Poor, whom the Providence of 
God hath placed more immediately under 
his Care; and this Calculation may be eaſi- 
ly applied, by Parity of Reaſon, to Eſtates of 
different Degrees of Cultivation, Populouſ- 
neſs and Income. | | 


So prosk, out of “ thirty Families there be 
at all Times one incapable of earning a 
Maintenance, nineteen having only abſo- 
lute Neceſſaries, there will remain ten Con- 
tributors in various Proportions to the Su 
port of one poor Family. Now, as this Fa- 
mily will very frequently comprize ſeveral 
Individuals, who can earn their own, and 
even more than their own, Subſiſtence; or 
perhaps conſiſt of a Widow, an aged or in- 
firm Perſon, capable of ſome little Induſtry, 
we may reduce the Relief wanted by each 

Fa- 


Though there will probably be one in twenty, who 
occaſionally may want Aſſiſtance, yet there will not be 


perhaps, on an Average, more than one in thirty con- 
ſtantly in Pay. 22 2 


- 
= 
* 
* 
1 
1. 
. 
a. 


-- 


. — Oc. 


A a. - * 
— — 1222 _ 
2 5 U * 2 * Py 4 — — 
— - - © _ 
: a FOI I4 — * 3 * * — 4 S 
— TR . 9 ä 
— 


. 
4 


e * 6 * _— * — a. Mk — 
2 
_ _ * — 8 . = 
— 
— - — 
— —< 
— © ap Wot . 8 
—— F 
> 2 — — — — N — Ip. - — — 
_ + an 2 — om 
4. Wu 
* 1 * * 
— — — = — 
* 
* * 
o 


4 _ — 4 * 
— —— * 
— — 
- — — 
— — 


( 54 ] 
Family to the full Maintenance of a ſingle 
Pauper : For though more might be wanted 
in ſome Inftances, leſs would ſuffice in 


others. If then we allow to that Panper * 


one Shilling a Week, which will be ſufficient, 
in general, to ſupport Life; and levy that 
at the Rate of two Thirds on the Land- 
lord, (if his Lands have been lately 
ſet) and one Third on his nine richer Te- 
nants, there will lye a Tax of 11. 148. 8d. 
a Year on the former, for the Subſiſt- 
ence. of each poor Family on his Eſtate, 
where the Leaſes have been lately renewed. 
Now it will be a very moderate Allowance to 
ſuppoſe, that a Tract of Land (even in a 

pulous Country) containing thirty Fami- 
lies will pay to the Lord of the Fee 1501. 
per Annum, or 51. per Family; and, of 
courſe, the Tax of 1 l. 14s: 8 d. a Year for 
the Pauper in that Diſtrict, will amount to 
little 


This Allowance may appear too ſcanty to ſome Be- 
nevolent Perſons, who wiſh to give to the Poor a comforta:. 
ble Maintenance; and may compare it with the Expence 
Capita of the Charter Schools, of other charitable Inſti- 
tutions. But they will be pleaſed to bear in Mind, that 
this Calculation is not intended to eſtabliſh a competent 
Meaſure for Charity. It aims merely to fix every Man's 
abſolute Debt to his poor Tenants, what cannot be with- 
held without Injuſtice ; without rendering him acceſſory 
to their Deſtruction, if they ſhould periſh for Want; and 
- 2. when qperoghes the ſame Guilt, for abandoning 
them to periſh, even though their Lives ſhould be acciden- 
tally preſerved by the Bounty, of their indigent Neighbours, 
who are not under equal Obligations to reheve them. 
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little more than One per Cent per Annum of 
his Rent. As far as the ſhort Experience of 
the Author, in the Care of an extenſive and 

ulous Pariſh, of little Manufacture, can 
enable him to judge; a regular Contribution 
of One per Cent + from every Landlord, 
would (with the Aid of the Farmer's Bounty 
in Meal, Potatoes, &c.) make ſuch a Provi- 
ſion for the Poor, as would take off from the 
landed Gentleman the Imputation of Injuſ- 
tice to his poor Tenants'*, under which he 
muſt at preſent labour ; unleſs *there be 
ſome defect in the proceſs of this Argument. 
Of this, however, the Author, has ſo little Suſ- 
picion, that he is ready to reſume his Defence 
of it againſt any Objection, advanced with 
ſuch Candor and Decency as to deſerve At- 
tention. * 


+ By fixing a certain Rate per Cent on the Rent roll, 
this Tax will lye proportionably light on Lands cheaply 
ſet; where, of Courſe, the richer Tenants, having a greater 
_ of the Profits of Cultivation, are more able to con- 
tribute. 

t 1 fay, Injuſtice to his poor Tenants, becauſe, however 
Liberal he may be in his Contributions to the Poor at large, 
yet if he neglect the Poor on his own Eſtate, who in ſome 
_ owe their Indigence to him, he till remains their 

ebtor. ö x 2 
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